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Annex A

DIKIR BARAT ORIENTATION & PROGRAMME FOR BEGINNERS

INTRODUCTION TO THE BASIC DIKIR BARAT    INSTRUMENTS
There are approximately about four basic instruments used in the art of dikir barat plus a few optional ones. The basic ones are the Rebana (Drum), Gong, Canang & Maracas. The optional ones include the Seruling (Flute) & Tamarin.

The students will be introduced to the different kinds of sounds made by these instruments as well as their functions in a performance.
THE MAIN COMPONENTS OF A DIKIR BARAT PERFORMANCE
A dikir barat performance comprises of three main components namely the Percussionists, the Choral Singers (Awok-awok) and the Leading Singers (Tukang Juara & Tukang Karut). Each component will be covered in detail and explained in the lessons. 

The combination of these three is a must in order to put up a decent & enjoyable dikir barat performance.

TALENT SCOUTING FOR POTENTIAL SINGERS & PERCUSSIONISTS

Trials for aspiring singers and percussionists will be conducted to single out & identify talented individuals. Among the crop of students, two will be selected to be the leading singers i.e. the Tukang Juara & Tukang Karut. Another two will be selected to play the drums (Rebana Ibu & Rebana Anak). They will be trained to specialise in that particular field as they would form the ‘heart’ of the group. 

This is a time consuming process but nevertheless important as getting the basics right is crucial to a new dikir barat group. 
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INTRODUCTON TO DIKIR BARAT SONGS 

After starting to get the grasps of things, the students will be introduced to a variety of traditional and also contemporary dikir barat songs. The level of progression will depend on how fast the students can adapt and know the songs by heart. 

Meanwhile, the selected individuals who will play key roles in the group will be trained solely for that purpose. One point to note is that the individuals will have to be consistent and capable. Replacements have to be sought beforehand and to be ready in times of need.

In emergency cases, instructors themselves may have to join in the performance.
FOLLOWING LESSONS:

With all the basics covered, hopefully within the stipulated timeframe, the group can then be geared towards preparing for the upcoming performances. The training will then be tailored to the requirements of the performance. Instructors should be able to motivate the students towards these goals and help the teacher-in-charge to guarantee good attendances for each subsequent lesson.

This can be done by making each lesson to be as diversified as possible with new interesting things to learn.
AFTERNOTE:    

Building a dikir barat group and starting from scratch, is a process that requires patience, purpose and dedication. Beginning from the basics and progressing to the stages where the group can gel and put up a performance will be a long process estimated to take up to 6 months. It will, however, be a satisfying achievement if successful.

The timeframe for each stage will vary according to the response and how fast the students are able to grasp the whole idea of dikir barat. 

Dikir Barat is currently the most popular form of Malay Cultural activity among the teens in Singapore. It is also very versatile and able to adapt to modern concepts and ideologies. English and even Chinese songs can be incorporated in a dikir barat performance and it is a unique form of art evolving to suit the modern world.
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